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LETTERS 


oan T WE E 


CORRECTION 


In the article called ‘Lucky 
Swede, ’’in your February issue, there 
are a fewerrors whichI would like to 
rectify. 

Charlie Anderson was born in 
Sweden in 1859, not 1856 as stated. 

He never worked in the woods in 
Washington, he worked in the Stam- 
pede Tunnel in that State for quite 
some time, when he heard of gold in 
the Yukon, he went there, as he had 
followed mining most of his life. 

It was in 1893 that he packed in 
over the Chilcoot Pass, arriving at 
Bennett, B.C. where he built a boat 
and went down the Yukon river to 
Forty Mile. A short time later he be- 
came a member of the strangest min- 
ing syndicate the North ever boasted, 
his fellow members being an Arab and 
a Greek, and together they success- 
fully worked claims on Bullion Creek. 

After leaving his partners, he 
moved back to Forty Mile, where, 
after atypical Yukon party, he sobered 
up to find himself the owner of claim 
29 onEldorado, for whichhe had paid 
$750. 00 

He didn’t want the claim and so 
tried to get his money back, but the 
sourdoughs laughed at him, soone day 
he went to the claim and started min- 
ing. He took out around $ 2, 000, 000. 00 
before he sold it. 

He married Grace Drumond, one 
of the dance hall entertainers at Daw- 
sonin1899. They moved to San Fran- 
cisco where they were divorced a 
year later. 

In 1912 he settled in Vananda, Tex- 
ada Island, where he spent his re- 
maining years. 

He died in his home in 1939 after 
a brief illness inSt Paul’s Hospital in 
Vancouver. 

Being his nephew I know the above 
to be true as he often told it to me 
himself. 


G. P. Anderson Quesnel, B.C. 


MORE ON THE ALASKA BOUNDARY 


Re the recent write up on the Al- 
aska Panhandle dispute - (Rideout) 
I was interested in this article very 
much, andIcanadda little to it which 
I think is interesting....... 

When I was a youngster, livingon 
the Coast at Port Simpson, which is 
Situated just a little south of the Al- 
aska Boundary, the sleepy little settle- 
ment was surprised to see three Am- 
erican vessels steam into Port and 
anchor in the harbour... there were 
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two large converted sailing vessels 
both having three masts and yards and 
sails, but propelledby steam also. One 
was the U.S.S. Patterson andthe other 
the U.S.S.Hastler, and also a large 
steam tug boat the U.S.S. Cosmos, all 
from San Francisco. Besides the 
crew there was a big compliment of 
surveyors andlinesman, witha goodly 
number of longboats and canoes..... 
They had permission from the Ottawa 
Government touse Port Simpson as a 
base to work from, on their Alaska 
Boundary survey. A Mr. French who 
was an astronomer had a small ob- 
servatory built up on the hill over- 
looking the town. 

They went back and forth all sum- 
mer long in their work, using the 
steam tug andlongboats. The patter- 
son and Hastler were used as supply 
vessels. In the Fall they departed 
south as their work was completed and 


their case prepared..... Iam not sure 
of the date this took place but it could 
have been around 1894..... A 


At alater date when the conference 
took place in London and the award 
was made, I remember one contention 
to support their claim, as published 
inthe papers was that the Russian huts 
built by the Russians on the shore of 
Portland Canal were still in evidence 
there. 

Our family lived in Port Simpson 
from 1890 for a good many years and 
do not remember having a visit of any 
kindfrom any of our people in Ottawa 
to look the boundary situation over, 
before the arbitration took place, it 
would seem that they lacked interest, 
and therefore deserved the adverse 
decision that they got. 

The American Government pre- 
pared their case well, and in detail, 


Inthe Fallof 1901, two young fel- 
tows went prospecting up Portland 
Canal, got storm bound one day, and 
camped in one of the famous Russian 
built huts. Before they could get room 
to camp in it they had to clear out a 
lot of empty barrels and boxes, the 
cement and lime barrels were still 
plainly marked ‘‘U.S.Govt., Port 
Simpson. The huts were built of round 
beach boulders held together with 
lime and cement mortar. 

This story is not heresay; Major 
W.R. Flewin, still living in Vancouver 
who was one of my companions, will 
remember this well, as it became a 
great joke to us at the time...... 
Smithers, B.C. W.J. O'Neill 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 
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Post Mortem 


( On Moose ) 


By Eric Collier 


Noted Outdoorsman, Guide, Tespres vee of B.C, Registered Trappers' Association, 


and 1951 winner o 


N ITS SEPTEMBER 1952 issue, 

‘““FIELD AND STREAM”’ carried 
an article by one Frank Dufresne that 
was, in parts, so utterly divorced of 
facts that the story as a whole was 
better fitted for the pages of some 
paper marked ‘‘Whodunnit?’’ than 
those of one of the better class U.S. 
outdoor publications. Since far too 
many present day writers think more 
in terms of producing an article or 
book that willsell than of one that ad- 
heres to fact we might perhaps dis- 
miss this story ‘‘TOOMANY MOOSE’”’ 
with the comment, ‘‘He didn’t know 
much of what he wrote but it sure had 
a gruesome plot’’ were it not that 
Dufresne was supplied most of his un- 
factual data by our own B.C.Game 
Department. Andfrom hereon we get 
away from an incident of a writer pen- 
ning a ‘‘thriller’’ that he hopes will 
sell to the far graver consequence of 
one of our own Governmental Depart- 
ments supplying such author with much 
of his questionable material. 

The Dufresne article was, I pre- 
sume, writteninthe summer of 1952; 
by which time the B.C. Game Com- 
mission was in possession of fairly 
substantial reasoning that - A: Instead 
of being a shortage of moose feed 
there was, in parts, more feed than 
moose to consume it. And - B: that 
the Biologists estimates of ‘‘Fifty 
thousand moose in Cariboo and adja- 
cent areas that feed the Cache Creek 
Check Station’’ were grossly exag- 
gerated. 

In passing, and that the reader 
can better weigh the sheer absurdity of 
those figures I might state that there 
are, between Pavilion on the South 
and Prince George on the North, only 
somewhere in the neighborhood of fifty 
three thousand domestic cattle. 

From whom did this reasoning 
come and of what did it consist? In 
April, 1952, I attendedthe B. C. Game 
Convention at Vernon with a resolution 
sponsored by the B.C. Registered 
Trappers Association (almost all of 
whose members are also registered 
guides) that ‘‘THERE SHALL BE NO 
OPEN SEASON ON COW MOOSE IN 
1952. ’’ This resolution was not pres- 
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e National Conservation Award. 


ented on the floor of the Convention 
because, in discussing it with the 
Commission and the Game Biologists 
prior tothe opening of the Convention 
we jointly agreed that all resolutions 
pertaining to the matter of killing of 
cow moose be withdrawn and that, 
instead, meetings be arranged thro- 
oughout the Interior at which both the 
Commission and their Biologists could 
hear directly from the individual 
guides andtrappers themselves. Such 
hearings revealed glaring evidence 
pointing to certain pertinent facts: 
Whereas if there had perhaps been a 
moment in the mid forties when the 
elimination of some cow moose was 
warranted that moment had long since 
gone; that in the year 1952 there was 
an abundancy of pasture to support 
existing moose populations. Also that 
there were not fifty thousand moose 
of which the Biologists and the Com- 
mission boasted. 

Let us further examine the plaus- 
ibility of this evidence. I trap an area 
approximately one hundred fifty thous- 
and acres. I am abroad in that area 
almost daily from November until mid- 
May and of a fact get to know almost 
every moose wintering therein by 
name; for almost all my trapping 
activities are performed in the winter - 
ing grounds of the moose. Is it not then 
an absurdity for the Game Commission 
or their Biologists to suggest that 1 
am not at least partially qualified to 
speak with some authority of moose 
conditions in this area? 

At Alexis Creek the Commission 
met with some fifty Eric Colliers; 
individuals and trappers who stated 
their honest opinions pertaining to 
moose, conditions within the scope of 
those areas so well known to them. 


THIS IS THE SECOND IN A SERIES OF ART- 
ICLES BY ERIC COLLIER DEALING WITH 
B. C's WILDLIFE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
WHICH WILL BE CARRIED MONTHLY BY 


"NORTHWEST DIGEST" DURING THE COM- 
ING YEAR. THE THIRD WILL APPEAR IN 


OUR JUNE ISSUE, The Editors 


In the aggragate, from the fifty reg- 
isteredtrappers and guides at Alexis 
Creek that day, the Game Commission 
received factual information concern- 
ing moose habitat embracing several 
millions of acres. Almost as a solid 
block, forty six of them I believe, 
those woodsmen voted against any 
open seasononcows. And to my mind 
at least offered fairly substantial 
evidence against such open se 

Though very poorly attended, 
Williams Lake was but a repetition of 
Alexis Creek; while at Prince George 
every trapper and guide of the floor 
voted against the killing of cow moose 
anywhere in the Province. Despite 
this the B.C. Game Commission ar- 
rogantly dismissed their evidence as 
worthless and instead wrote its Game 
Regulations on theoretical data (of 
questionable value) given them by just 
three men: Messrs Cowan, Hatter 
and Martin; none of whom have in re- 
cent years anyway ever spent a single 
winter in any of those areas of which 
I write and, of afact, have never set 
foot in 90% of them. 


Now, one year later, we are in 
clearer position to hold post-mortem 
and properly weigh the evidence of 
the Biologists against that of the 
woodsmen; or, as some erroneously 
classify them, ‘‘the amateur natural- 
ists.’’ Firstly, were there those fifty 
thousand moose of which the Biologists 
andthe Game Commission bragged? 
Last year, in arriving at these fig- 
ures, the Biologists quoted ‘‘strip’’ 
counts taken from the air. What is 
sauce for the goose is sometimes 
pickings for the gander. This winter 
other observers wholly unbiased (Av- 
ery King, President, B. C. Sportsman’s 
Council was one, I believe) have also 
made such ‘“‘strip’’ counts. In some 
cases, I hear, Game Wardens accom- 
panied these planes in flight. Appar- 
ently they have been unable to find the 
moose the Biologists and Commis- 
sioners state as being there. Men 
who, for the past quarter century have 
been travelling the moose pastures all 
winter long cannot find them; legions 
of hunters combing the moose pastures 
in hunting season couldn’t find them. 
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Willow, showing recent moose brousing. Photo taken March 1953. This type of 
brouse is first class winter feed. Despite recent winter brousing this growth remains 


70% uncropped - due to lack of moose. 


Last Fall, during the whole of moose 
season the burning question of the 
hour was ‘‘Where are those fifty 
thousand?’’ 

The answer is crystal clear; they 
existed only in the imagination of the 
Game Commission and their Biolog- 
ical advisors. Inthis writer’s opinion 
---andit is basedon information sup- 
plied me by outdoorsmen all over the 
Interior --- there were not, at that 
time, ten thousand moose in the whole 
of British Columbia. 

Dufresne states (page 52, Field and 
Stream) ‘‘In a more intensive census 
of a valley five miles wide by fifteen 
long the Big Game crews figured they 
had between twelve and fifteen hundred 
animals. ’’ Unquote. This valley, ac- 
cording to Dufresne, was not in the 
Clearwater. If the Game Commission 
send an unbiased umpire over any 
suchvalleyinB.C. -- five miles wide 
by fifteen long -- and show him not 
fifteen hundred but four hundred moose 


Biologists have repeatedly stated that moose permanently destroy their brouse. In 
this photo broomed off brouse at left reveals terrific beating this piece of moose 


pasture took in mid-forties. Despite this, the willow continued yielding an an- 
nual crop as this photo proves. In the winter of 1953, 95% of this area was unpas- 
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Second growth aspen constitutes about 20% of moose's winter requirements, Two 


year old bull brousing this type of feed. Note sign of recent brousing on aspen at 
moose's quarters. Photo taken March 1953, 


then let them produce that umpire be- 
fore the delegates to the next Game 
Convention and, we hope, before the 
Hon. Attorney General in person. 

Winter feed? I think that now I am 
in position to safely state that tens of 
thousands of acres of prime winter 
brouse (moose) was, last winter, un- 
harvested; because the moose just 
were not there to crop it. The Com- 
mission and the Biologists were told 
this would be so one year ago at the 
meetings recently mentioned; they 
would not hearken. 

That I might fully emphasize the 
sheer gravity of the harm already 
done by the unfortunate Dufresne ar- 
ticle it is necessary to again quote 
directly from the article itself: (Page 
57, Field and Stream, September, 
1952) ----- ‘‘Harvest the moose, bull, 
cow andcalf, by shooting, or let their 
dead bodies pile up in the bush. 
THAT’S WHAT THE BIOLOGISTS 
ARE TELLING THE COMMISSION. ”’ 


Unquote. The italics are mine. 

Is there need for me to emphasize 
what the effect of such advice, com- 
ing from the lips of our own Biologists 
(unless Dufresne erred) had on the 
minds of some trigger happy nit-wits 
hunting the moose pastures last Fall? 
They literally followed the advice of 
the Biologists: shot at anything even 
remotely resembling a moose, in 
some instances horses and inone par- 
ticular a horse with saddle and rider 
upon its back. At Horsefly, on one 
Single ridge, five cows and calves 
were shot and left to rot (before cow 
season opened); at Bridge Lake eleven 
cows and calves shot and left lying 
there----------- 

On pages 15,16 and 17, February 
issue, North West Sportsman, is a 
partial list of convictions under the 
Game Act which reveals eleven con- 
victions for killing of cow and calf 
moose incurring fines of almost four- 
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Buck brush. According to Dr. lan McTaggart Cowan, the very finest kind of winter 
brouse for moose (the writer, from personal observation, doubts this). This area, 


is five miles by one-half. I have seen as man 


in this piece of moose country. In 1953, when this photo was taken, there were 
but three moose in the entire area - and most of the brouse was untouched, 


as thirty moose in a single afternoon 


ye b is adie vince 


Bill Twan leading the Roman Race at a recent stampede. 
BELOW: rear view of another contestant in the same race - 
Twan, with his pair of greys won by 5 lengths. 


Ex-policeman Bill Sharp, left, won businessman's race by a nose 


OR THREE DAYS out of every 

year, the residents of Williams 
Lake, B.C., uphold a tradition that 
symbolizes good comradeship, and 
the old time ‘Spirit of the Range,’ as 
the great Cariboo country empties its 
sons and daughters into the village 
for their annual stampede. 

There is no need to import profes- 
sional entertainers for the Williams 
Lake stampede, because riding, rop- 
ing, andbronco busting is still a part 
of every day living for many people in 
the surrounding country. The stam- 
pede is ‘their own’ they boast, and it 
is their own men and women for the 
most part who are in the saddle at 
rodeo time. 

This doesn’t mean that you won’t 
see a finished performance in the 
arena at Williams Lake, for the old 
timers say that down throughthe years 
whenever the Cariboo cowboys or 
cowgirls competed against profes- 
sionals, they have covered themselves 
with glory. 

Stolid riders on satin coated thor- 
oughbreds,cowponies, milling steers, 
mustangs, gaily bedecked Indians, 
cowboys, bronc busters, chaps, wes- 
tern hats, gaily coloured kerchiefs, 
and laughing riders with whirling lar- 
iats; alladdup to the magic spell that 
pervades the arena at stampede time. 
A more suitable spot for a stampede 
could not be found on the continent. 
The arenais situatedina flat, natural 
scooped out basin, at the south eastern 
tip of Williams Lake. Grassy rolling 
hills sweep up from it on three sides, 
on which at stampede time can be seen 
dozens of Indian tents. Stampede days 
are arranged each year to precede 
haying time as this is everyone’s hol- 
iday. 

Williams Lake has been known for 
many years as the ‘Home of the Stam- 


; 


"Buck Benny" Abbott has 
spark-plugged many recent 
stampedes, 


"Cyclone" Smith - killed 


in the 1932 sta e, was 
liked by one ane : 


Stampede 


pede,’ as it was here that the first 
‘big’ stampede was held in the Cariboo. 
Before the inauguration of the first 
stampede in1920, the main attraction 
in the larger community centres was 
horse racing. Realizing at that time, 
the science of horse racing as it was 
carried out during the gold rush days 
was fast becoming a lost art, the 
people at Williams Lake hoped their 
stampede would prove an attractive 
substitute. Tothe inhabitants it meant 
more than a stampede; it was a family 
gathering, a time to meet old friends, 
a time to say hello once more to folks 
who had shared hardships and fun, 
during the rugged pioneering days of 
the Cariboo. 

Outstanding entertainment through 
the years has been bronco riding, steer 
riding, ladies pony express, Indian 
derby, Indian warbonnet race, cowgirl 
race, calf roping, stock horse racing, 
Roman racing, trick riding, boys and 
girls steer riding contests, relay rac- 
ing, wild horse racing, and last but 
not least, the famous ‘mountain race} 
that is still a unique and outstanding 
attraction of the Williams Lake stam- 
pede. 

Spectators attending the stampede 
inearlier years would see five or six 
of the local stage coaches drive thro- 
ughthe grounds. Arrangements were 
made with the various stage lines to 
have the drivers passthrough, as they 
came in from their return journeys 
loaded down with outgoing mail. An 
added thrill too, was provided for 
visitors craving excitement.The man- 
agement provided ‘hair pants,’ a four 
gallon hat, and a four year old steer 
for those brave enough to try and ride 
him. 

There were many outstanding par- 
ticipants inthe past, who gave of their 
energy and time, without thought of 


Louis Bates - recent "Best 
all-round cowboy" title - 
holder. 


remuneration, inorder to make their 
stampede an outstanding success. 
There was the late Jas.S.Smith, who 


- not 
U ppd ~~ ged 


was stampede manager for several ; aa 

years during the 20’s. It was ‘Jimmie’ - a TL ppb apeiron kt 
who mapped out, | and originated the ao ae ) ee KE eee os a 
mountain race. Riders taking part in a PIPE Lalla ees IRL re tl aoe 


this race pick their way slowly up a 
mountainous incline that sweeps up 
from the highway over looking the 
arena. When they reach the top, or 
starting point, a white flag is dropped 
and the riders are off. Spectators hold 
their bresth as they watch clouds of 
dust, and periodic glimpses of horses 

and riders galloping and leaping down- 
wards over the half mile course to the 
arena. The majority of contestants are 
back in front of the grandstand within 
two minutes of the start of the race. 

Joe Fleigier, a reckless dare- 
devil of the 20’s, withhis equally dar- 
ing horse, ‘Grey Eagle,’ made history 
inthe Cariboo for several years as the 
winner of the mountain race. Joe is 
now raising thoroughbred horses in 
Arizona. 

The Eagle boys, Cliff and Alf, like 
many more of the local residents of 
Williams Lake, made history too with 
their outstanding performances in the 
saddle. To make things a little more 
difficult for himself, Cliff used to 
ride the wild steers backward. Alf 
was top all around cow boy for several 
years. Henowowns a thriving barber 
shop business on the main street. 

Some outstanding women contes- 
tants were, Mrs. Hazel Exshaw, who 
is now the Williams Lake Pound 
keeper. Hazel took part in the first 
stampede at Williams Lake, and still 
rides in the ladies races. She belies 
her fifty six years of age, is quick 
footed, andtipsthe scales at 125 lbs. 
Mrs. HerbSpencer, Miss Church and 
Ollie Matheson also held the limelight 
for many years. ‘Ollie’ made fame in 
the 20’s for her outstanding ride in the 
saddle, andwasthefirst and only wo- 
manto compete in the mountain race. 
She was the champion steer rider in 
1926, and is now the secretary of the 
Stampede Association. 

There are always thrills and chills 
for the spectators at a rodeo, and 
sometimes death whispers over the 
shoulder of the most experienced 
rider. For many years Lloyd Smith, 
better known in these parts as, ‘Cy- 
clone Smith’ (brother of Hazel Exshaw) 
piled up honoursinthe arena, until he 
met his death in a freak accident in 


A rider bites the dust - in this case Louis Bates 


ac 


The stampede is held in this natural amphitheatre on the outskirts of Williams Lake. 


1932. Lloyd was onmhis pony, standing 
by as one of the pick up men. A bronc 
had just thrown a rider in the ring, 
and was galloping toward an open spot 
in the fence. Lloyd rode swiftly to- 
ward the opening to head off the lung- 
ing horse, but the bronc excited by the 
cheers andcrowds, cameon. The two 
horses crashed together throwing each 
other tothe ground, while underneath 
them, in a matter of seconds, life 
ebbedfrom one of the most noted and 
beloved cowboys of that time. 

During the last war, enthusiasm 
for the stampede was stilled for a 
while, but now again during the last 
few years, business managers are 
advertising, ‘‘A bigger and better 
Stampede than ever. ’”’ 

Benny Abbott, comparatively a 
new comer to Williams Lake, a hotel 
owner, is a familiar figure around 
stampede time. Benny, whois genially 
nick-named ‘Buck Benny,’ has put his 
shoulder to the wheel for several years 
now as stampede manager. He may be 
identified around this time of year, 
by his appearances in avariety of gar- 
ish coloured western hats. Benny’s 
quips and commentaries over the loud 
speaker at rodeo time, keeps the crowd 
amused during and between acts. 

The Stampede’s new chief for 1953 
isCarl ‘Slim’ Dorin. Slim has been a 
past resident of Nicola Valley, and 
has just recently arrived at Williams 
Lake as field man for the Cattlemen’s 
Association. He has followed the ro- 
does since 1929, and was still com- 
peting in 1949, sothe stampedeis still 
in capable hands. 

The people of Williams Lake still 
hold firmly to their reputation for 
hospitality; and with seventy five years 
of good sportsmanship behind them, 
itis not surprising that they have been 
able to retain their enthusiasm for the 
most important event of the year. 
Stampede time! 


Contestant signaling that his calf is tied up. 


Joe Fleigier, on Grey Eagle - one of the daredevils of ay 
stampedes. BELOW: steer riding contests provide many thrills. 


ia 


BELOW: Singling out cows for the wild-milking contest 


DON’T MISS THE 
1953 CARIBOO STAMPEDE 
JUNE, 17,18 & 19 
at WILLIAMS LAKE, B.C. 


WHERE “HOME” 


IS A MOUNTAIN PASS 


By Laura Linton 


WHERE THE CHILDREN’S bed- 
time lullaby is often the mournful 
howl of the coyote - where old man 
winter snuggles down for nine months 
of the year - where the northern lights 
on a cold, clear spring night can turn 
over your heart with their beauty - 
that is Allison Pass - a little com- 
munity tucked in the Cascade Moun- 
tains in the heart of British Columbia. 


“ 


Winter almost buries the community of Allison Pass 


It is a settlement made up of Brit- 
ish Columbia Government employees 
whose job it is to keep the stream- 
lined Hope-Princeton Highway open 
the year ‘round. Not an easy job when 
the highway cuts through a shoulder 
of the Cascade Mountains connecting 
the Okanagan Valley and interior 
British Columbia with the coast. Al- 
lison Pass is at the summit, thirty- 


TOP: Snow slides, such as the one shown above near Skagit Bluffs which was 35 feet deep and 300 feet 
long, often isolate the community of Allison Pass for days on end, BELOW:Service station and shop. At 
right can be seen rotary snow plow , the only type of plow which can cope with the heavy snowfalls. 


six miles from the nearest town, Hope. 

Perhaps its the steady upward 
climb to get there - or perhaps its 
the feeling of isolation from the rest 
of the world when you are there - but 
whatever it is, Allison Pass is dif- 
ferent. Different because on this 
mountain top the tensions of every day 
living seem at aminimum. Life moves 
smoothly - work and play are each 
taken in their stride with lots of old- 
fashioned neighborliness thrown in for 
good luck. 

Family life at Allison Pass is un- 
ique and satisfying because the mem- 
bers of a family are more than usual 
dependent on each other. There are 
none of the usual diversions to keep 
Father out late or to inveigle Junior 
from his homework. Instead family 
life is a team that pulls together all 
the way. Muchof the time there’s lots 
of snow for winter sports and during 
the short summer season family pic- 
nics are very popular. Many of these 
are held at nearby streams while 
Father catches trout for supper and 
Junior builds a fire over whichto cook 
them...of course it could well be 
Junior who catches the trout because 
the young of these parts are clever 
fishermen. 

For one night each week some of 
the husbands are the baby sitters while 
wives attend their club meeting. This 
isheldinthe different homes and is a 
valuable social outlet as well as a 
staunch support of many worthy pro- 
jects. For the enjoyment of all who 
wishto attend there are films shown, 
and there is also a fully equipped 
table tennis room. 

Allison Pass is locatedinthe heart 
of Manning Park, 171,000 acres of 
virgin loveliness, and because of the 
freedom of the park, wild life at the 
Pass is as interesting and varied as 
a Zoo. One day while picnicing we 
counted six black bear, and eleven 
cubs looking for all the world like 
up-side-down teddy bears as they 
dangled from the trees. True there 
was a garbage dump not far away that 
accounted for this get-together. Long- 
eared mule deer are plentiful and a 
few miles east of the Pass we’ve seen 
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them ina herd grazing along the edge 
of a creek. Severaltimes we’ve tried 
totake their picture but they can van- 
ish with amazing speed once they scent 
a human. Long ago herds of elk used 
to roam the thickly timbered slopes 
of the mountains, but now only an 
occasional one is seen - through newly 
fallen snow can often be traced the 
tracks of the snowshoe rabbit and the 
Sly lynx. 

Allison Pass has its own school 
and a resident teacher, so the educa- 
tional facilities are adequate. But like 
many other places the Pass has its 
housing problems there not being suf- 
ficient accommodation for the married 
employees. However, the pioneer 
spirit still flourishes for when step- 
ping into what looks to be a rough 
crude cabin on the outside one is 
amazedto finda haven of comfort and 
cosiness on the inside, due mostly to 
the deft touches of the women folk. 

The weather playstricks along the 
eighty-three mile stretch of mountain 
highway. We have counted as many as 
five changes from sunshine to rain to 
snow to sleettofog, allina three hour 
stretch. The snow falls can be very 
heavy andthenitis that the male pop- 
ulation of Allison Pass work around 
the clock manning the snow plows, 
graders, caterpillar tractors and 
trucks. 

Snow Slides and rock slides block- 


PETERBOROUGH MOTORS 


The Hope-Princeton Highway in mid-winter. 


ing the highway are the biggest prob- 
lem for the Allison Pass crew. How- 
ever, two way radios installed in the 
equipment helps to facilitate the job 
and prevent unnecessary delays. 


There have been several emer- 
gencies when the two way radio which 
connects Allison Pass with the towns 
of Hope and Princeton on each end of 
the highway has been a great blessing. 
Like a voice from the wilderness it 
has reported accidents, fires, deaths 
andbirths - infact everything worthy 
of note that has happened on the moun- 
tain road. 

Perhaps it is the ageless moun- 
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class. See these 1953 Evinrudes NOW at 
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Made in Canada with Nation Wide 
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BOARD MOTORS" Classified Yellow 
Pages your Telephone Directory. 


Horsepower O.B.C. Certified 
at 4,000 r.p.m. 


if 
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tains and the rugged grandeur that is 
their everyday vista but the little com- 
munity on the mountaintop do not for- 
get that their modern highway is not 
yet four years old. Before that it was 
only a rough winding path that led 
through the Pass, and not long ago 
pack horses were negotiating the dan- 
geroustrail. Even horses, cattle and 
sheep from the prosperous Okanagan 
found their hazardous way along the 
trail over the mountains. 

But time marches on and man and 
machine took over the mountain top. 
Soonthere were buildings, and in the 
buildings laughter and living of a 
happy community. 


CANADA 


Division of Outboard, Marine & Manufacturing Co., of Canada, Lid. also manufacturers 


of Lawn-Boy rotary powerlawn mowers and lron-Horse gasoline engines and generators. 
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Escape Qrnom The 'Grisce! Quake . ond 


THE END OF PIONEER TIMES IN B.C. 


FIFTEENTH AND LAST INSTALLMENT FROM THE BOOK 


PIONEER JUDGE’S WIFE 


T HE DUST RAISED by all this 
rushing pell mell traffic for the 
docks, for we were now nearing them, 
was fearful. At the other end of town 
people were pressing to Golden Gate 
Park. At this end, they were rush- 
ing for the ferries to Oakland or to 
other small craft by the harbour. 

One could scarcely breathe or see. 
In the noise of foreign jargon, a man, 
covered withblood, apparently having 
been injured by fire and falling timber 
came tearing through the crowd, yell- 
ing wildly in some foreign tongue. 
This thinned the mass for a minute; 
then the crowdclosedin again, nobody 
seeming to care. 

At last, extremely tired, for we 
hadtrampedfrom about 6 a.m. on the 
long circuitous route we hadtaken, we 
came in sight of the docks! 

They had not been destroyed. Our 
troubles were over! At least, so we 
thought, as we exchanged smiles of 
success at having reached our goal. 


by Eunice M. L. Harrison 


Between the street and the whar- 
ves was a long paling. We hurried to 
the first gate. I told the first gate- 
keeper. Toldhim our circumstances; 
how we had come to San Francisco to 
take the steamer for Victoria as pro- 
vided on our through ticket; how we 
had escaped in the disaster and had 
been walking all day to catch the 8.8. 
‘“Senator’’ which was to leave to-mor- 
row for Victoria. I showed my tickets 
with number of our staterooms. Could 
we enter and go on now? 

He listened attentively to it all, 
then answered sharply: ‘‘No, madam, 
youcan’t. The steamer does not leave 
until the 20th at 11 a.m. Today is the 
19th. ’’ 

We argued. The fire nearby might 
get tothe docks and there would be no 
embarking tomorrow. We had a 
through ticket, with a couple of days 
stay over privilege in San Francisco. 
We were strangers, with no where to 
go. The city was in flames. What 


STOCKTON STREET FROM UNION SQUARE, 
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woulda few hours difference make to 
the steamship company at such a time 
as this? We only asked shelter and a 


little food. We were famished and 
ready to drop from exhaustion. 

‘‘Can’t help it, madam, you are no 
worse off than anybody else. ’’ And he 
absolutely refused to unlock the tall 
gates. 

What were we then to do? To be 
out all night in the streets among the 
people who were now moving in the 
hot sun, smoke and dust, with neither 
money, food, drink nor shelter as 
yet, was a terrifying thought. For 
aside from a little cash, I had only a 
letter of credit at the bank which I had 
been going to cash on the morning of 
the 18th. 

We walked along the fence when we 
came upon an opening and got through. 
We saw some large steam launches. 
We asked the man in charge, who was 
shouting ‘‘This way to Oakland’’ if we 
might go there. But his price was 
somewhat beyond the ready cash we 
had. 

No, he must have his full price or 
we must stay ashore. 

Finding the children places to sit 
on some large beams lying on the 
wharf and cautioning them not to move, 
I went off to see what could be done, 
somewhat revived by the strong sea 
smell and by being, at least, within 
the paling on the wharf and not chal- 
lenged for being there. 

I met a policeman who said that he 
could do nothing. His duty was to patrol 
along there and to see that no one got 
onto the wharves or proceeded down 
the road into the fire belt. Seeing my 
tickets, he evidently thought I had a 
right to be on the wharf but the prob- 
lem of a boat leaving the next day, 
was beyond him. 

I tried another gate keeper far- 
ther along but met with no better suc- 
cess; he had no power to let anyone on 
board the 8.8. ‘‘Senator. ’’ 

I wandered about until I came up 
to a man wearing a wharfinger’s or 
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special badge. Itold him my troubles. 
His attitude was quite different. He 
looked shocked. ‘‘And you with a 
through ticket, too! Well! Well! Lady, 
I’ll fix you up some way. If we can’t 
get you on board the ‘‘Senator,’’ you 
shall come with me to my home in 
Oakland, until your steamer leaves, 
if you will. ”’ 

I thanked him heartily; got the 
children, who hadnever left the wait- 
ing place. We were escorted to the 
gate where we had been previously re- 
fused admittance. There still stood 
the guard who had said, ‘‘You are no 
worse off than anybody else. ’’ My es- 
cort sharply ordered him to open the 
gate; the man did so rather reluctantly 
but as if he had better do it. 

We were taken to the wharf office 
to rest while he took up the matter 
with someone else. 

He soon returned, saying he had 
found a lady passenger who had been 
on the same steamer coming up with 
us, and wished to see us. 

We went to where the ship was 
berthed and were met by one of the 
officers who insisted on taking us 
downto a hearty luncheon. There was 
no lady passenger who wanted to see 
us; it was just a clumsy Seafaring 
man’s way of trying to make me feel 
at home - Isuppose thought necessary 
in dealing with ladies in 1906. It was 
all very kindly and gallantly meant 


The ideal way to build auto courts, cabins, 
small homes and utility buildings. 
offers you the utmost in economy, beauty and 
speed of erection. Kwik-Lok staves, with tongue 
and groove, are cut to length and machined 
and code marked for easy identification and 
assembly. All staves are treated with wood 


Write TODAY For Further Information 


and we felt deeply grateful for this 
real human kindness. 

The ship’s officer then told us we 
simply must remain on his steamer 
for the night. When night came, he 
very gallantly gave up his cabin to us. 

We must have slept soundly, but 
now and then one or all of us heard 
sounds of fire fighting, for blazing 
brands would alight on the roof of the 
long wharf or onthe deck and the crew 
as well as specials on the wharf who 
had been brought over from Oakland, 
worked like Trojans all night to check 
the spread of fire to the ship com- 
pany’s property. 

Next day, no one connected with 
the steamers or wharf knew which 
ship was going to sail north. 

A peppery superintendent, with a 
very redface, came along gesticulat- 
ing with his hands in a very nervous, 
abrupt manner, and said he couldn’t 
help anything. It might be the ‘‘To- 
peka’’ or any other boat. The ‘‘Sen- 
ator’’ which was sceduled to sail, 
was quite out of commission: no 
provisions, no crew, nothing ready. 

We were asked to wait on the ‘‘San- 
ta Rosa’’ which lay beside the ‘‘Sen- 
ator.’’ The officers on the ‘‘Santa 
Rosa’’ were also very considerate. 

A number of other passengers who 
also had tickets for the North, were 
on this vessel, waiting. All state- 
rooms were filled; all hands except- 


Kwik - Lok 


ing an officer in charge, had gone off 
to help fight the fire, for the flames 
were now even closer, and the wind 
blowing more great pieces of burning 
stuff over the dock roofs. 

Well might they be anxious, for 
there had been almost a panic at 3 
a.m., we later heard, and it was said 
that the dock had actually caught fire. 
It was, of course, particularly inflam- 
mable and every effort had to be made 
to prevent a fire starting. 

The ‘‘Senator’’ took on an emer- 
gency crew and hurriedly assembled 
provisions, from Oakland I believe. 

Once on board the ‘‘Senator’’ we 
naturally went to the rooms that had 
been assigned in accordance with the 
numbers on our tickets. We had not 
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An Open Letter To The Hon. P.A. Gaglardi 


- Minister of Public Works of British Columbia - 


Dear Sir: 

There is great need at this 
time to disperse the fog which sur- 
rounds the activities of the Dept. of 
Public 'Works so impenetrably, that 
only the barest of isolated facts seem 
to have been allowed to escape from 
within the shroud to become public 
knowledge. 

We, the public, were very pleased 
to hear about our record-breaking 
road building appropriation for 1953. 
We were also pleasedto hear that $12 
millionin road contracts had already 
been let - whichindicates a somewhat 
earlier start than usual. And up here 
in Central B.C. we were more than 
pleased to hear that an access road 
into the richly mineralized Omineca 
country north of Germanson Landing 
istobe built this year (by Atlas Con- 
struction Company of Kamloops. ) 

However these scraps of inform- 
ation leave much to be desired, both 
by the public which pays the bill, and 
by construction companies who spe- 
cialize inroadconstruction..... They 
have only whetted our appetites for 
more information - information I may 
add, which previous governments 
never failed to make public at the 
earliest possible moment following 
the awarding of road-building con- 
tracts. 

Admittedly, the ways of govern- 
ments differ - widely, and the ways 
of the Socreds are not the ways of the 
Coalition, nor yet the ways of the 
Liberals. To paraphrase Social Credit 
speakers on the floor of the House 
during this session ‘‘Everything we do 
is open and above-board - we do not 
govern by hundreds of secret orders- 
in-council as did recent governments. ’’ 

In view of the above, and hundreds 
of similar statements made by mem- 
bers of the Social Credit Government 
and Party during recent months, we 
feel that you will be only too willing 
to furnish us taxpayers with answers 
to the following questions: 


(1) WHEN were the $12 millions 

in road contracts let? 

(2) TO WHOM were the contracts 

let - name the construction com- 
anies? 

3) WHAT AMOUNTS of money 

are involved in each contract? 

(4) WHERE, inthe province, are 

these road-building projects to 

take place? 

(5) HOW many miles of road is 
involved in each project, and 
contract ? 

(6) WHAT are the specifications 
of each project - blacktop, gravel 


or? 
(7) HOW much heavy rock work 
and how much earth or gravel 
work is involvedin each project? 
(8) WHAT is the cost-per-mile on 
the various projects? 
(9) WHY were these contracts 
awarded without tendering same 
to interested contractors - so 
that our ECONOMY - CONSC- 
IOUS Social Credit Government 
could award the contracts to the 
LOWEST BIDDERS with sufficient 
capital and equipment to carry 
out the projects - thus assuring 
the taxpayers the most for their 
money? 
(10) IF the contracts were ten- 
dered, why did they NOT appear 
inthe B. C. Gazette, where in our 
humble understanding of the law, 
it is compulsory for all govern- 
ment tenders to appear? (If we 
are wrong in this we would appre- 
ciate a clarification. ) 
(11) WAS the $12 millions in road 
contracts let on a ‘cost-plus’ 
basis ? 
(12) Ifso - cost plus WHAT per- 
cent? 
(13) Is it not afact that ‘cost-plus’ 
contracts are notoriously waste- 
ful of public funds? 
(14) Is there an Act which spec- 
ifies WHEN government con- 
tracts shall be tendered for com- 
petitive bidding, an@ when (gov’t) 
contracts are or ‘may’ be let on 
a cost-plus basis? 
(15) If so, will you enlighten us, 
your public, with a condensation 
of the conditions under which 
road-building contracts may be 
let? 
(16) Generally speaking, in letting 
cost-plus contracts, is it not 
MORE ECONOMICAL to call in 
contractors nearest the scene of 
the proposed work, thus saving. 
the considerable cost of trans- 
porting heavy equipment Over 
reater distances? 

17) Why isit that a Central B.C. 
construction firm was recently 


advised by P.W.D. officials at 
Victoria that ‘‘nothing definite’’ 
in the line of road building had 
yet been planned for the Central 
Interior - ONLY TO HAVE THIS 
ADVICE FOLLOWED A FEW 
DAYS LATER BY A PUBLIC AN- 
NOUNCEMENT OF THE ~ LET- 
TING OF A CONTRACT FOR 
OVER 100 MILES OF NEW ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION IN THE OMIN- 
ECA? 
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(18) Is it SHEER COINCIDENCE 
that the firm receiving this con- 
tract and the HONORABLE MIN- 
ISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS both 
come from Kamloops? 


As amember of high rank in our 
new ‘‘open and above-board’’ govern- 
ment, we, the public of British Col- 
umbia, feelthat you can have no pos- 
sible objection to answering these few 
simple questions in a clear and con- 


cise manner - and thus dispel the fog 
which at present shrouds the Public 
Works administration in respect to 
the letting of road-building contracts. 
The Editors 
NORTHWEST DIGEST 


HIS REPLY - Leaves Much To Be Explained... . 


Dear Sirs: 

In answer to your open letter ap- 
pearing in the April issue of the North- 
west Digest and which I read with a 
great deal of interest. In replying, a 
statement is attached which will ans- 
wer your questions 1 -9 inclusive and 
for your information I wish to advise 
that all contracts were awarded after 
public tenders were called and re- 
ceived and which were opened by my- 
self in public. 


(10) All tenders for contracts called 
by the Department do appear in 
the B. C. Gazette. 


(12) Answered by 11. 


(13) Cost plus contracts are not, in 
my opinion, in the public interest 
except in extraordinary cases. 
At times it has been necessary 
to arrange to have work under- 
taken on a cost plus basis, based 
on departmental approved equip- 
ment rental rates and where the 
usual surveys to determine the 
quantity of materials to be moved 
were not available. 


(14) Section 36 of the Public Works 
Act is as follows:- ‘‘It shall be 
the duty of the Minister to invite 


or when such a course is im- 
practicable, then by public no- 
tice, for the construction and 
repair of all public works, ex- 
cept in cases of pressing emer- 
gency, where delay would be in- 
jurioustothe public interest, or 
where from the nature of the 
work it can be more expedit- 
iously and economically exec- 
uted by the officers and servants 
of his Department. The Minister 
shall cause all tenders received 
in eachcase to be opened in pub- 
lic at a time and place stated in 
the advertisement or notice in- 
viting the tenders, andthe prices 


(11) No. tenders by public advertisement CONTINUED ON PAGE i2-4 
HIGHWAY PROJECTS 
n Rock Earth Gravel Lowest Estimated Cost 
Project No. Location Miles CuYds. Cu Yds. Tons Bid a res REMARKS 

HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 
399 Ladysmith-Nanaimo 4.10 100,000 90,000 60,000 $404,780. 34 $499, 215.00 Contract E, Anderson Constr. Co, Ltd, 
304 Swan Lake-Vernon 4,34 10,000 123,000 46,500 228, 680. SO 290, 425, 00 a General Constr. Co, Ltd. 
409 Jackass Mt. -Kanaka Creek 295 185,000 676,000 40, 000 796, 878. 91 1058, 100. 00 of Highway Constr. Co, Ltd. 
412 Boundary Falls-Greenwood Suee 40, 000 75,000 40,000 201,183.00 269, 820. 00 "_P. F, Law Construction Ltd. 
415 Waterman Hill-Okanagan Falls 1.06 13,000 50, 000 12,000 68, 788. 00 84, 870.00 is Storms Contracting (Pacific) Ltd. 
377. +Tappen-Salmon River 4,98 133,000 218,000 70,000 484,271.00 590,085.00 Not Yet Awarded 
411 Spences Bridge -Martel 6. 58 260,000 406,000 90, 000 786,191. SO 936,675.00 a 
416 Commotion Creek-Wabi Hill 9512 215,000 80, 000 255, 459. 00 314, 235, 00 N 

BRIDGES & FERRIES 
1<0 Meade Creek 24,789. 29 59, 000. 00 Not Yet Awarded 
121 Red Bridge 27,155. 65 89,955. 00 ul 
122 Mark, Lizard & Alexander Creeks 58,012. 10 124, 000. 00 " 
407 Westbank Ferry Landing 24, 200. 00 113,000. 00 aM 
414 Francois Lake, North Ferry Landing 52,884. 40 95,085, 00 iv 

Bituminous Surfacing (Prov. Wide) Being 3692, 725. 00 

Revised 
36.35 741,000 1,835,000 438,500 $8, 217,190. 00 


THE JAMIESON CONSTRUCTION CO. LTD. 


- Incorporated and On The Frontier Since 1914. - 


9I4 East Hastings St. 
Box 277 
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B.C. AND THE 


NORTH WEST COMPANY 


By Norman Soars 


HO FIRST DISCOVERED, ex- 

plored and pioneered British Col~x 
umbia? Many people, if asked the 
question, would reply:-‘‘The Hudson’s 
Bay Company.’’ But, as a matter of 
fact, the Hudson’s Bay Company’s 
flag never flew in British Columbia 
until after its union with the North 
West Company in 1821, twenty-eight 
years after Alexander Mackenzie had 
crossed the continent and reached the 
Pacific, and sixteen years after the 
establishment of Fort McLeod and 
Fort St. James. 

Up to the time of the Union, no 
Hudson’s Bay men had crossed the 
Rockies, with the single exception of 
Howse, who had traded south of the 
forty-ninth parallel. 

Mackenzie, Fraser, Finlay, Stuart 
and McLeod, men whose names are 
prominent on every map of British 
Columbia, were all Nor-Westers and 
even Sir Douglas started his career 
with the North West Company. It is 
important to remember the funda- 
mental fact that Northern British Col- 
umbia was pioneered from the Peace 
River, a district which was the 
strong-hold of the Nor-Westers. Both 
Mackenzie and Fraser started on their 
history-making voyages from Fort 
Chipewyan on Lake Athabasca and 
Fort McLeod, Fort St. James, Fort 
St. John and Fort George were estab- 
lished, maintained and supplied from 
the Peace River route. While these 
posts were doing a thriving fur bus- 
iness, David Thompson, another par- 
tner of the North West Company, was 
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working his way up the Saskatchewan 
River and through the Yellowhead 
Pass, to establish Fort Kootenay and 
Fort Kamloops and survey the Col- 
umbia River to its source. 

Where public records are so few, 
there is a growing tendency to neglect 
the great part played by the North West 
Company in the pioneering of British 
Columbia and the attitude of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company has not always 
been generous to the memory of its 
great rival. 

But, in 1939, during the visit to 
Canada of the late King George V1 and 
Queen Elizabeth, the then Governor 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, in his 
address to their Majesties spoke as 
follows:- ‘‘The Union of our Company 
and the North-West Company extended 
the range of our activities to the Pac- 
ific Coast and secured for all time 
the right of occupying an outlet on the 
Pacific Ocean, now become of such 
vast importance to the Dominion. ’’ 

Itis a very popular misconception 
that the Hudson’s Bay Company ‘‘took 
over’’ the North West Company. Bruce 
Hutchison in his book ‘‘The Fraser’’ 
makes this mistake when he writes of 
the Nor-Westers being defeated in the 
struggle between the two companies, 
and many other modern historians 
make the same mistake. 

Actually it was a union of the two 
companies, bythe terms of which the 
Partners of the North-West Company 
acquired approximately one half the 
shares inthe Hudson’s Bay Company, 
and, through the wisdom of Sir George 
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Simpson, took over, toa large extent, 
the administration and policy of the 
Company in Canada. 

An American writer, Stewart Ed- 
ward White, writing in an introduc- 
tion to Pinkerton’s book ‘‘The Gentle- 
men Adventurers’’ describes the pos- 
ition as follows:- ‘‘For its first hun- 
dred and fifty years this Company of 
Gentleman Adventurers managed to 
scramble along. As might be expected 
its record was not a brilliant one. In 
fact, quitethe contrary. Its policy was 
flabby and supine; its enterprises 
were almost nil....... then, in the 
latter part of the eighteenth century it 
had the good fortune to run across a 
fiercely enterprisingrival, the North 
West Company. The Nor-Westers 
licked the Gentlemen Adventurers, 
licked them good and plenty. To all 
intents and purposes, they took them 
over and, with them, the Name and 
the Charter. From that time on the 
history of the Company presents an 
astonishing contrast to the first hun- 
dred and fifty years of its existence. ’’ 

Another, greater, historian, Ban- 
croft, referring to the North-West 
Company, writes, ‘‘Its energy was 
only surpassed by the apathy of its 
great rival. Without assistance, priv- 
ileges or government favours it was 
Ahey who, by their Scottish shrewdness 
and restless energy after absorbing 
the Canada trade, took possession of 
the North West Coast, swept the As- 
tors from the Columbia and brought 
the monster monopoly itself upon its 
knees. ’’ 

Under its Charter, the Hudson’s 
Bay Company was expected to develop 


and explore the territories under its 
control, but it showed little willing- 
ness to do so, until forced by the 
rivalry and enterprise of the Nor- 
Westers. 


To quote Stewart Edward White 
again, writing of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company: ‘‘Its servants, with few ex- 
ceptions, were incompetent and venal. 
Those few of its fieldmen who dis- 
played genuine enterprise and who did, 
individually, accomplish great things, 
it discredited, thrust aside or dis- 
graced. ”’ 

The North West Company, led in 
the field by its own Wintering Part- 
ners, displayed amazing courage, en- 
terprise and initiative. 

No one can read the journals of 
David Thompson, Daniel Harmon, 
Simon Fraser or Alexander Macken- 
zie without being impressed by their 
qualities of leadership and high re- 
solve. 

They were the true Empire Buil- 
ders and yet the Company of Scotsmen, 
to whom Canada owes to much, is in 
danger of being ultimately ignored or 
recognized only in a _ perfunctory 
fashion. 

Although the Union of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company and the North West 
did not take place until 1821, Sir Alex- 
ander Mackenzie, on his return to 
England in1801, had urged upon Lord 
Hobart, the Colonial Secretary, the 
desirability of bringing about a union, 
a pooling of the interests of the great 
commercial enterprising operating 
under the British flag - the North 
West Company, the Hudson’s Bay 
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_ Boss: 
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The bald-headed barber was trying to Ne 
sell the catskinner a bottle of hair-tonic. 
“How do you expect to sell it when you 
have no hair yourself,” asked the tractor 
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Boss: “Whoinhell do you think you are, 
anyway? The foreman?” 

Mechanic: “No, sir.” 
“Then stop 


talking 


The best way to keep up with the Joneses is 


to take it easy for a while and in a few years 


like an 


you'll meet them coming back. 


u 


This fellow was pretty sick, so the 
doctor ordered him to take a long vaca- 
tion in Arizona. He went there and at 
the end of two months, he died. They 
brought the corpse back to Vancouver 
and his wife and her brother were view- 
ing, the remains. 

he said: “Oh, Joe, doesn’t he look 
nice?” 

And Joe replied: “He sure does. Those 
two months in Arizona certainly did him 


“I don’t see why 


"OK - anytime you're through clowning, I'm 
ready to go on with the hunt." 


shouldn't,” the 


“My brother sells bras- 


Johnny, when very young had 
heard much talk of morons, and 
on questioning someone had re- 
ceived the reply that a moron was 
one who had the intelligence of 
a twelve-year-old. 

This careless answer was re- 
peated through the years. The 
day before his twelfth birthday 
his mother found him ina solemn, 
thoughtful mood, and asked him 
what was bothering him. 

“Just think,’ he replied, “‘to- 


morrow I’ll be a moron.” 
— 

A Vancouver contractor noticed one 
morning that his secretary had suddenly 
falsi-fied her very average contours. 

“How do you like that?” he winked, 
nudging his partner. 

“Like it!” snapped the partner. “I think 
it's a sham dame!” 


a lot of good.” 


Tt was the only hotel in town 
and the traveler after being shown 
his room cracked, “What does this 
pigsty cost?” 

Without batting an eye the ho- 
tel manager replied: “For one pig 
$3; for two pigs, 35.” 

- 
Some folks think they're bearing the 
cross when they are only putting up 
with themselves, 
a 
I strode into the bosses office! 
Wasn't scared the smallest bit 
Said, “If I don’t get a raise, sir 
I shall Q..U..1..T quit!” 

I didn’t even bat an eye— 
Never turned a single hair 
And—what is more, again I’ll do it 
Someday when the boss is there. 


2m T.U. Auto Camp 
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CAUGHT TN THE AGT... 


By “Honest John” 


I WAS IN VANCOUVER a few 
months past, doingthe usual, that is, 
buying the things I had to get, and 
window shopping for the ones I'd like 
to get. In the course of this incident 
to follow, I was browsing in one of the 
big department stores. (I won’t men- 
tion the name as it might be embar- 
rassing to the manager, the way 
things turned out. It was reallya 
joke!) 

There surely was a lot of stuff that 
would be nice to haev. One small ar- 
ticle took my fancy, so I turned it 
over to see the price. It was away 
over and beyond me, but gosh, I 
surely wanted it badly. Imulled around 
the other stuff for awhile, but always 
I went back to this gadget. A clerk 
came up and asked, ‘‘MayIhelp you?’’ 
but I said, ‘‘Nothanks, just looking. ’’ 
So she went away. 

I think that, more than anything 
else precipitated my act. I couldn’t 


be ‘just looking’ very much longer, so, 
witha casual glance around, I shoved 
my hands in my pockets, and pushed 
off, with said gadget clutched tightly 
in my fingers. 

I warned myself to be casual and 
saunter, to give myself time to get out 
without seeming to hurry. 

As I was passing the cosmetic 
counter, Ifelt alight tap on my shoul- 
der. I, being nervous anyway, turned 
abruptly, right into the face of the 
biggest manI think I’ve ever seen. He 
just nodded slightly at me and taking 
my arm, he began gently propelling 
me ahead of him. 

‘‘Say, what’s the idea, ’’ I croaked. 
(As if I didn’t know. ) 

‘“‘The manager wants to see you, 
chum. I think you may as well come 
along easy without any fuss. ’’ 

I thoughtI might as well too. I was 
too blamed scared to do anything else 
anyway. 


It surely takes a long time to get 
anywhere in those big places. I think 
we went up a thousandescalators, and 
through just as many doors, and past 
a million eyes, all looking at me with 
that ‘he doesn’t look the type, but you 
never can tell,’ expression in them. 
Finally, whenI wastothe point where 
I thought my legs would fold up under 
me, we arrived at an impressive 
looking door, all lettered in gold with 
‘“MANAGER’’ in big, bold print. I 
hesitated, but my escort gave me a 
little shove, and said, ‘‘Right in here, 
chum.’’ What else could I do but go 
right in. 

The manager was also a big man 
with greying hair and horned-rimmed 
spectacles, over which he glared at 
me. 

**So...,’’ he began, and there 
followed as cutting and humiliating a 
lecture on honesty as I ever hope to 
hear. Also, he required I deposit the 
gadget on his desk. 

*“Now, just you stay here a mom- 
ent,’’ he growled, and, with that, he 
and the big man went out and closed 
the door behind them. 

Left by myself, I looked around 
my temporary prison. There was a 
small window off to the far side, 
through which I could see the steel 
framework of a fire escape. It didn’t 
take me long to make up my mind. 
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The HON. P.A. GAGLARDI'’S REPLY 
- Leaves Much To Be Explained 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11 


shall then and there be made 
known. ”’ 


(15) Answered by 14. 
(16) Answered by 13. 


(17) Ihave no knowledge of any advice 
given by Department of Public 
Works officials to any central 
B. C. Constructionfirm regard- 
ing proposed work in the Central 
Interior. 


(18) Itmustbe. The contracting firm 
carrying out the work was rec- 
ommended to me by the Depart- 
ment of Mines, who had employ- 
ed them the year previously to 
carry out the sametype of work. 


April 30, 1953. ; 
Victoria, B.C. P. A. Gaglardi, 


Minister. 


Rg ke 


We are very grateful to the Hon. 
Mr. Gaglardi for this reply to our Open 
Letter, butfeelthat it is only a PAR- 
TIAL answer to our many questions - 
leaving much tobe explained and clar- 
ified. Apart from the fact that Ques- 
tion (1) was not answered by the table 
of facts compiled by the Department 
of Public Works’ project engineer H. 
L. Cairns: 


WHY - did the Social Credit Party 

issue a news release (to the 
Vancouver daily papers) early in 
March, stating that $12,000,000. 00 
in road building contracts had AL- 
READY BEEN LET - when the table 
accompanying Mr. Gaglardi’s letter 
(issued two months later) clearly 
shows that the ACTUAL CONTRACTS 
LET amount to only $2, 202, 403. 00 
-or barely one-sixth the amount 
claimed? Since no dates are given, 
it is conceivable that at the time of the 
news-release only a portion of this 
$2 millions had actually been let - if 
indeed ANY of them were let. Even if 
all projects listed had been let out on 
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5/0. H. SMITH & CO. 


eaten 


C nmping hfs eo 


Sporting Goods - Souvenirs 


contract - it would still total only two- 
thirds of the amount claimed by the 
party. The news release seems ob- 
viously an effort on the part of the 
party to blow the Social Credit Horn - 
andclaim credit for something which 
they had not yet, and STILL HAVE 
NOT accomplished. 


WHY - is no estimate shown in the 


table of the cost of the proposed 
170 mile roadfrom Germanson Land- 
ing to Aiken Lake? 


WHY - was the contract for such a 

lengthy road construction job 
givento aSINGLE constructionfirm - 
and one of the SMALLEST construction 
firms inthe province at that? Regard- 
less of the type of contract, cost-plus, 
equipment-rental, or straight com- 
petitive bidding - it has been the policy 
of past governments never -to let con- 
tracts for over 15-20 miles of road 
construction work to any one company 
at any onetime. In speaking with Mr. 
S. Carnell, publisher of the Dawson 
Creek Star and head of the Social 
Credit Party in the Peace River 
Block, Mr.Carnell told this writer 
that in discussing road construction 
with the Hon. Minister, Mr. Gaglardi 
stated that he intended to carry on 
this policy of previous governments, 
i.e. ‘never to let over 15-20 miles of 
road construction work to any one 
contractor at one time.’ 


WHY - did the Hon. Minister choose 

torescind and nullify promises 
made last year by one of the head en- 
gineers of the Dept. of Public Works - 
the promise being that in ALL COST - 
PLUS or EQUIPMENT - RENTAL 
WORK to be undertaken in the Central 
and Northern Interior, NO OUTSIDE 
COMPANIES WOULD BE BROUGHT 
IN UNTIL LOCAL COMPANIES HAD 
FIRST BEEN APPROACHED TO 
FILL THE DEPARTMENTS. RE- 
QUIREMENTS? It is a matter of 
ethics, long established in the De- 
partment, which the Hon. Minister 
chose to ignore, by ringing in an 
outside company - while four Central 
Interior construction firms, Swift 
River Dredging & Yorston Construc- 
tion Co., Ben Ginter Construction 
Co., Docherty & Blair Construction 
Co. and Jamieson Construction Co. 
WERE NOT APPROACHED by the 
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Department - thoughthey allhad, and 
have, a great deal of equipment ready 
to put to work at a moments notice. 


WHY - when the 170 mile road project 
was so much of an EMER- 
GENCY and RUSH job that it was 
deemed necessary to get a start on it 
in March, by plowing snow off the 
proposed right-of-way, - why, we re- 
peat, was the job given to a company 
which has so little equipment that 
they could not supply the bull-dozer 
necessary to do this but had to rent 
such equipment from a small con- 
tractor in the Vanderhoof area? 


WHY - if it is such an EMERGENCY 

project - was not ALL AVAIL- 
ABLE EQUIPMENT IN THE AREA 
PUT TO WORK ON IT (on an equip- 
ment rental basis) - the equipment 
of the four Central Interior companies 
mentioned - plus - the equipment of 
Atlas Construction Company? If it is 
NOT such an emergency - then why 
the added cost to the tax-payers of 
trying to start the job in March when 
the ground was frozen and covered 
by many feet of snow? 


WHY - has this ‘‘economy-conscious 

- no patronage’ government 
ignored the LOGICAL solution to a 
pressing road-building problem, in 
order to institute the ILLOGICAL and 
UNETHICAL? 
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HOW MUCH ACTUAL WORK has been 
accomplished on this emergency pro- 
ject by the Atlas Construction Co.(with 
THEIR OWN equipment) in the two 
months since they received the con- 
tract? 


HOW MANY YEARS has it been since 
the province of British Columbia 
awardeda 170 mile road-construction 
job to a single company? We venture 
to say - not since the construction of 
the original Cariboo Road in the 1860’s. 
Certainly nothing likeithas beendone 
in recent years. 


When, and if, the Hon. Minister can 
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supply reasonable answers to the 
above questions we will consider his 
answer to Question 18 - and believe 
that it was indeed‘‘sheer coincidence. ”’ 
In the meantime we have no alternative 
but think that a local (Kamloops) boy 
was handed a ‘political plum. ’ 
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teen hundred dollars. Yet such of- 
fenders were only doing what the Biol- 
ogists wanted them to do. How many 
cow and calf moose were shot about 


/ 


which the authorities know nothing is 
anybody’s guess. 

Itisa most unhappy story and one 
that cannot properly be told in a 
single magazine article. For that 
reason the B. C. Registered Tesgere 


TOP: Three year old bull moose brousing the pasture illustrated on page 3 (lower left). Although it was mid- 
January, this moose had not yet shed its horns, BELOW: Upland burn five miles west of the Fraser River. Over- 
all area is three miles long by one-half mile wide. At one time I counted 11 moose in the area shown here. 
In 1953 not one moose wintered in the whole burn. Note particularly how this photo discredits the supposition 


that moose permanently destroy their brouse. 


a 
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andthe several Guides Organizations 
are asking the B.C. Game Commis- 
sion and the Hon. Attorney General 
for as muchtime as is necessary that, 
from the platform of the next annual 
Game Convention we can offer sub- 
stantial reasons in support of aresol- 
ution that will probably be presented 
to the delegates: THAT THE HON. THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL APPOINT AN 
UNBIASED UMPIRE TO INVESTI- 
GATE THE MOOSE SITUATION 
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PRESENTLY EXISTENT IN B.C. 
After our dealing with the Commission 
and BigGame Biologists at the meet- 
ings of last year we have honest right 
for believing neither of the two can 
now be considered unbiased. And we 
are asking that the Hon. Attorney 
General be present on the platform 
when we present our case. 

With this article are some photos 
the publication of which we feel will 
provide ample basis to justify our 
taking this matter before the dele- 
gates to that Convention for such 
photos tell a tale of moose pastures 
unharvested because there are in®uf- 
ficient moose to crop them. All were 
taken in areas which supported moose 
every winter since 1928 and which, in 
the early forties were as badly beaten 
up by brousing moose as any similar 
areainthe Province. They were sel- 
ected from a number of other photos 
all of which tell the same tale: brouse 
but no moose. They absolutely con- 
tradict statements made pertaining 
to this subject by both James Hatter 
and Dr. Ian McTaggart Cowan. They 
heartily endorse testimony supplied 
the Commission and the Biologists at 
the meetings of last spring, Wherever 
possible, when showing an area of 
brouse we also show a moose actually 
consuming or in that brouse. 

Today, one year after this too- 
late killing of cow moose first came 
before the public, one thing is obvious: 
In supplying Dufresne with so much 
of the data that went into his article 
the B.C. Game Commission perpe- 
trated one of the gravest blunders yet 
made in the long history of the B.C. 
Game Department. Whereas the Big 
Game Biologists, blinding themselves 
toa fait accompliwhenit stared them 
so forcibly inthe face; and in so stub- 
bornly refusing to listen to the friendly 
advice of the men of the woods who 
tried totell them that the fait accompli 
was actuality and not supposition have 
of their own actions, dealt the Depart- 
ment of Zoology, U. B. C. a wound that 
is not quickly to heal. 

How many moose cows were ac- 
tually destroyed? We do not know, 
never will know. Conservatively, we 
might put the figure at five hundred. I 
think that now we can also state that 
95% of those cows would have come 
through the winter nicely. I personally 
worked with a few moose, bulls cows 
and calves, all winter that came 
through in splendid shape. I only know 
of two losses; twin calves that per- 
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ished upon a Swamp towards the head- 
waters of Riske Creek. Presumably, 
last Fall they lost their mother; 
whether by shooting, predation or 
natural causes I am unable to state. 

In mid February both were in the final 
stages of exhaustion. Any calf follow- 
ing the heels of a cow wintered better 
than Ihave seen calves winter for nine 
years. 

How many of those cows needlessly 
shot last fall were with calf in their 
womb we cannot state. I believe any 
such calves would have seen light of 
birth this spring had the cows been 
let live. Unless the winter of 1953-54 
is a ‘‘heller’’ (andno man can properly 
predict winters ahead) some of those 
calves would have lived to attain 
yearling age. 


If blame is to be levied -- and it 
certainly is being at the moment -- it 
is unfair to saddle the Biologists with 
all blame. The Commission are 
equally guilty. They were the umpires 
and they made the decision; apparently 
it was a faulty one. Through the years 
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PO. BOX 1940 


1940 to 46 it might have been feasible 
to hold strictly supervised seasons on 
cow moose; by 1952 the moment was 
gone and almost every woodsman 
knew it. And tried their honest best 
to convince the Commission and Biol- 
ogists of that fact. The Titanic might 
well have tried arguing with the ice- 
berg that sent it to the bottom. 


B.C. And THE NORTHWEST Co. 
continued from page l2-a 


Company, the East India Company 
and the South Sea Company. 

He submitted his proposals in the 
form of a brief or document, article 
one of which called for the immediate 
establishment of Civil and Military 
Establishments at the mouth of the 
Columbia River, on Vancouver Is- 
land and atSea Otter Harbour, and he 
went on to recommend ‘“‘priority of 
occupation, vesting sovereignty in the 
possessor, with no time to be lost. ’’ 

In Article Two he recommended 
the repeal of the exclusive rights held 
by the East India Company and the 
SouthSea Company ‘‘to fishery, trade 
and navigation in the Pacific Ocean 
and the West Coast of North America, 
and went on to advise the establish- 
ment of factors or agents ‘‘at Canton 
in Cathy’’ and at any other Fort or 
place within the limits of their 
charters. 

Had his proposals been properly 
acted upon by the British Government 
of that day, four years before the 
Lewis and Clark Expedition reached 
the Coast, there is little doubt that 
Canada would have been richer today 
by that part of the North West Coast 
that today comprises the States of 
Washington and Oregon. 

The Union of the two fur trading 
companies did not take place until 
twenty years later and, when the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company finally came into 
British Columbia, or New Caledonia, 
as it was then known they found the 
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North West Company’s posts firmly 
established from the mouth of the Col- 
umbia to Fort McLeod, trade routes 
opened, passes explored and friendly 
relations established with the native 
inhabitants. 

The names of those great Nor- 
Westers, David Thompson, Simon 
Fraser and Alexander Mackenzie 
should rank as high in the annals of 
British Columbia’s history as those 


of Captain Cook and Captain Vancouver. 


Editor’s note: In the year 1816 the 
North West Company marched on the 
Hudson’s Bay Company on Red River. . 
H. B. Co. retaliated by capturing Fort 
William, where Simon Fraser hap- 
pened to be at the time. He, with 
others, was sent to Montreal as pris- 
A series of charges and counter char- 
ges were aired inthe courts of Canada 
.. but no action was taken because 
both Companies were SO powerful 
Finally the murder of Governor Sem- 
ple could not be overlooked. .. and the 
threat of government investigation 
into their warfare forced the union of 
the two companies, in 1821. 

The North West Company existed 
as suchfor 30 years; it was in control 
of the Oregon Territory for seven 
years:... 1814-1621" 75. its energy 
won anempire for the British Crown. 

The North West Company had never 
been able to obtain a Royal Charter, 
although it had made every effort to 
do so. 

The Hudson’s Bay Company was 
incorporated in 1670 and obtained a 
Royal Charter. ... exclusive rights of 
trade andcommerce in the regions of 
its activities. The Charter is one of 
the finest feats of incorporate activity 
and business acumen that has ever 
been given to the world. 
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LETTERS, 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 


U.S. SHOULD CEDE INLET HEADS 

Certain aspects of our northern 
Coast Range geography and boundary 
lines appallus whether we look at the 
map or fly over the areas. Rugged 
beyond compare, the coast area is al- 
most entirely sealed off from us by the 
Alaska - B.C. border north of the 
Portland Canal. 

Both Canada and the U.S. are 
losers here, for neither can fully 
utilize the surrounding resources 
without too much international jockey- 
ing for advantage. In the economic 
and defence interests of both countries 
and for the sake of our western way 
of life it is high time for some real 
common-sense co-operation. Alaska 
will prosper only as northern B.C. 
prospers northward. 

Now, in view of our former ‘‘gifts’’ 
tothe U.S., notably the main islands 
in the gulf of Georgia and so much of 
the mainland of the Alaska Panhandle 
surely it would not now be too much 
to expect some practical co-operation 
in letting us open up our northern 
Coast Range resources. 

This could best be done by the U. 


S. ceding to Canada and B. C.certainr 


access strips along the northern coast 
in order to partially rectify former 
mistakes. 

It is suggested that a nominal 20- 
mile strip be ceded oneach side of the 
access inlets to rivers or deep bays 
crossing or near the border, particu- 
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larly access inlets to Unuk, Stikine, 
Whiting, Taku and Alsek Rivers and 
that V-shaped peninsulas between 
Skagway and Rainey Hollow, or better, 
the whole mainland north from Taku 
River to Alsek River. 

In return, since private Canadian 
interests are about to pour hundreds 
of millions worth of development in- 
to the area, Canada and B.C. could 
very well undertake to provide rail 
and/or road service from Prince 
George north and west to the Lynn 
Canal and thence northward to better 
serve the Yukon and Alaska. Some 
arrangement for a ‘“‘free port’’ of 
entry could be set up at Haynes or 
elsewhere to serve the whole north 
area. 

With the proposed new Frobisher 
electrical development for the north 
country comes a great defence prob- 
lem for Canada as well as for the U. 
S. in respect to Alaska and northern 
B.C. and the Yukon. If B.C. is to 
benefit beyond primary resources 
from this and the Peace River pro- 
jects it had better provide north and 
south transport by some means over- 
land to tie in with the rest of B.C. 

This in turn would seem to call 
for an extension of the P.G.E. Rail- 
way northfrom Prince George to Fin- 
lay Forks (totap Peace River area), 
up the Finlay and down the Kechita 
(totap the Liard Valley) then on west- 
ward to seaboard on the upper Lynn 
Canal and then again north to Dawson 
City and Fairbanks. 

This is big talk to be sure... with 
selected new immigrants (particularly 
flood victims from England and Hol- 
land), set up in our central areas of 
B.C. westward and northward from 
Prince George instead of floating 
around Vancouver, we would be well 
on our way to our new empire of the 
north. It calls for thought and intel- 
ligent planning now on a provincial 
and federal top-flight level. 
Vancouver, B.C. Robert F. Lyons 
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Your ‘‘Freedom Road”’ article is 
good - just goes to show that we of the 
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North can forge ahead ~ Victoria or 
no Victoria! 

But speaking of an Outlet to the 
Pacific - few know that British Col- 
umbia has a deep-sea port on the 
Pacific Ocean north of the 59th par- 
allel, and so north of S.E. Alaska 
with its three coastal towns! 

Ottawa has just issued a ‘Joint 
Report onthe Boundary between Can- 
ada andthe United States’’ 1952 - us- 
ing as its Frontpiece a wonderful 
view of the above Canadian strip of 
coast line. This report is worth hav- 
ing. 

Its quite possible to run a B.C. 
Big Game Hunting Party into this 
‘‘port’’ by a large boat. The game 
there would be the Glacial Blue Bear, 
Goats and Yukon White Sheep. Fur- 
ther to the east there are Moose, 
Woodland Caribou, and some of the 
smaller kind, with Grizzlies and 
Black Bear all over the area. It is 
possible to obtain record heads even 
as it is little hunted. 

Oldtimers used to say - ‘‘Nobody 
in Victoriaknows a thing about Prince 
Rupert; and nobody there knows any- 
thing about the Cassiar; whilst nobody 
at all knows anything at all about Rainy 
Hollow and its Copper! Its much that 
way today. 

But thank goodness the Old Yukon 
has come alive once more, setting a 
very good example for B.C. to follow, 
and B.C. had better do just that and 
open up the huge area she now has and 
forget about grabbing more ground 
than she can handle. 
Atlin, B.C. 
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ESCAPE FROM THE ‘FRISCO’ QUAKE 


continued from page 9 


been settled long before a raw hand 
went around saying that rooms were 
all to be changed. This uncertainty 
continued for a longtime. Finally, as 
it grew late, one man came to me and 
advised us to retire where we were. 
That I was not fit to stay up, as he 
could well see and they dared not turn 
us out. ‘‘We’ll cause a riot first and 


blame the company for ill manage- 
ment - lost heads. ’’ he added. 

But we wanted no fuss on our ac- 
count and sat up; but no change was 
made after all, and we stayed there. 

The lack of proper water supply 
and the poor provisioning of the ship 
became apparent to all before the voy- 
age had proceeded far, but no one 
cared particularly as we were headed 
for home. 

But not quite as we expected or as 
our tickets said. For when we reached 
Cape Flattery, we learned that the 
captain had decidedto go on to Seattle 
without stopping at Victoria. This was 
a keen disappointment to us as well 
as to some other Canadians. When we 
reached Seattle, we found that we 
would have to find our own means to 
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Victoria. 

I had not enough cash to pay the 
fare over, andwas explainingthe sit- 
uation to the ticket office and about 
my letter of credit to a San Francisco 
bank, when a Canadian from Ontario 
stepped forward and asked to be al- 
lowed to advance the fare. In this way 
we returned to Victoria at last. 

All the ships Ihave mentioned were 
subsequently sunk, or in other ways 
went out of service. 

The shipping company has long 
Since ceased to exist, and I believe 
its much later successor, which used 
one or two of the boats for awhile, al- 
so went through dissolution or assign- 
ment. 


CHAPTER 43 
Aftermath 


WHEN WE ARRIVED home, we 
found that my husband had been send- 
ing many wires to the authorities in 
the San Francisco Bay region, with a 
minute description of our persons and 
instructions to contact us immediately; 
get us safely to Oakland and on a train 
going north. 

If these three days of wiring had 
received any serious attention, it is 
remarkable that no officials caught up 
with us. But certainly none did, and 
reports from the south as to our being 
among the ‘‘missing,’’ kept coming 
in, long after our safe arrival at Oak- 
wood. ”’ 

None of us was any the worse for 
our experiences. 

The children returned to school, 
my daughter going back to All Hallows 
boarding school, Yale,B.C., where 
in 1907, she obtained one of her McGill 
certificates in music. 

One day, ‘‘Wong’’ brought me the 
card of an unknown caller. I could not 
place the name, and was curious. Nor 
did I recognize him when we met. 

The caller introduced himself as 
the owner of the San Francisco skat- 
ingrink. In some way, he had read a 
copy of the Victoria ‘‘Colonist, ’’ which 
under the following heading had 
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printed five columes of our experi- 
ences: 
“EXPERIENCES OF THE GREAT 
‘QUAKE”’ 
“‘Victoria Lady Describes Terrible 
Disaster at the Bay City. ”’ 


“Very Exciting Scenes Witnessed. 
‘*“A Narrow Escape from Death. ”’ 


*‘All Buildings are Badly Wrecked.’’ 


That account I have given almost 
verbatim inthe lasttwo chapters, ex- 
cept that I stated in the newspaper 
account that ‘‘Some met at the rink, 
but the happiness and gaiety of the 
night before had turned to sorrow. 
The gay pavilion was turned into the 
deepest gloom. . by agonizing cries of 
dear friends bending over their loved 
ones who had been carriedtothis tem- 
porary place of safety, both from the 


burning hospitals and from the streets. 


The frightfully wounded, mangled and 
dying were imploring God for mercy. 
Some relatives in their frenzy and 
despair at injuries to dear ones they 
couldnot alleviate, tore at their hair 
and clothing, and, with terror blanched 
faces, flung themselves down on some 
of the ruins and fainted. ”’ 

“‘Others remained and clung to 
their dead and dying. The fire travelled 
with such rapidity that many of the 
poor sufferers were burned with the 
building, being unable to get out all 
the injured in time. ”’ 

“‘Thave made a Special trip here, ”’ 
my visitor expalined, ‘‘to express my 
appreciation of your vivid account. I 
was the owner of thai skating rink. All 
that remair~ of it now are these 
these tickets.’? And he handed me 
several tickets. (These were put in, 
in my book MS in the Archives. ) 

After a brief, pleasant call and 
also congratulating my husband, he 
left and I never heard of him again. 

A war correspondent who happened 
tobe inSan Francisco at the time and 
turned inreports for one of the press 
services, was also kind enough to 
praise my report. 

On the other hand, I was walking 
in town one day and stopping to look in 
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Tralmodile, Ferguson Tractors and Equipment 
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*‘B—A' Oil Products 

FORT ST. JOHN, B.C. 


MOTORS LTD. 


DODGE & DESOTO CARS- DODGE TRUCKS 


a shop window, I heard two men 
talking: ““Yes, I read her account of 
the ‘Frisco quake and fire. It was all 
made up, in my opinion; no woman 
could go through a thing like that..’’ 

I did not make myself known and 
contradict him. My account was all 
true and written down after I had been 
home a fewhours - typed out by one of 
the family on anold model typewriter 
there. Shortly afterwards the ‘‘Col- 
onist’’ printed it with only a few minor 
typographical slips. 

But in 1906 women were just not 
supposed to be able to ‘‘go through’’ 
things like that. 

Now it is a common place, with 
women standing the bombing of Lon- 
don as well or better than the men, 
and young women gladly serving in 
some of the most dangerous theatres 
of the war. 

Mrs. 
tioned earlier, who made periodic 
tripsfor awhile inCalifornia, sent me 
a fine collection of disaster pictures 
taken in the midst of the fire and these, 
with some other striking contempor- 
ary pictures, were also inserted in 
the Archives collection. 

Victoria, not long after, had quite 
a bad fire, in which several blocks 
were destroyed. One of the buildings 
in danger was rented by ustoa laundry. 

The man who got up on the roof to 
Save it from the surrounding fire, 
later told my husband that, when he 
met a group of people talking to a 
policeman. One was a woman of the 
demi monde, whose house had just 
been burned down. She cried: ‘‘I had 
a place like this in San Francisco and 
it was burned down. I came up here 
to Victoria and started another. Now 
that has just burned down. This is 
God’s judgment on me! I shall never 
do it again. I shall live a good life. ’’ 


One of the fads of the late ‘Nineties 
and 1900’s was wood carving, china 
painting and burnt work. 
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LYTTON,. B.C. 


COPPER KETTLE CAFE - Homre Cooked 
Meals ina ee Fireside Atmosphere 
Along The Old Cariboo Trail, 


CLINTON, B.C. = NORTH 


ROBERTSON BROTHERS — A Complete 
Line of Quality Merchandise, 


59 MILE HOUSE - Cabins - Lunches 
Imperial Oil Products 


100 MILE CAFE - Open 24 Hours A Day 
100 Mile House - Cariboo Highway 


P.W. OGDEN - General Store, Post Of- 


fice, Dry Goods, Lac La Hache, 


OGDEN MOTORS - "Esso" Oil Products 
Complete Garage Service 


WILLIAMS LAKE =NORTH 
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Implements 


C.H, DODWELL & CO, - R. Beauchamp 
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SODA CREEK GENERAL STORE — A 
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rt Cleaning & Laundering. 
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HILL MEAT MARKET — Specializing in 
T-Bone Steaks For Tourists. 
Lynn L.Hill, Quesnel & Wells,B.C. 


POLLY PACKER FLORIST 
Quesnel, B.C. 


P,1, SIEMENS - JEWELLER - Diamonds 
Watches, Silverware, 


WATT'S BAKERY — The Home of Fine 
Quality Cakes & Pastries. 


A.L. MILLS & CO, LTD. 


Real Estate General Insurance 
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PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 


ANDERSON'S LUMBER YARD — Gen- 
eral Contractors, Lumber and Build- 
ing Supplies. Lime Plaster, 


WALTER FLYNN — Quality Groceries, 
South Fort George, B.C. 


G.B, WILLIAMS — _ For 35 Years the 
Supply centre for Trappers, Hunters, 
Ranchers and Prospectors. 


HUGHES & RATLEDGE — Smart Clothes 
for Mother and Daughter, 


NORTHWEST PRODUCE — Quality 
Groceries, Fresh & Cured Meats, 


1, B, GUEST — Novelties, Photo Supplies, 
Cameras, Fishing Tackle, 


SPANER'S MENS' WEAR 
A Complete Line of Quality Clothing. 


Wm. BEXON — Quality Groceries and 


Table Supplies. 


JOHN McINNIS 
A Complete Line of Builders' Supplies 


McCULLAGH, The JEWELLER — Dia- 
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CLASSIFIED 


SUPERIOR LAUNDRY & CLEANERS 


Commercial and Millwork Given 
Special Attention 
— Prompt Deliveries — 


VANDERHOOF, B.C. 


eee 
BOWMAN'S LUMBER YARD — Every- 
thing For The Builder, " 


HAWKERS MEAT MARKET 
Wholesale & Retail 
ERNIE'S GARAGE 
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FORT ST. JAMES, B.C. 
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Shell Oil Co, Ltd, 
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Food — Quick Service, 
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- BECK HARDWARE CO,, LTD. - 
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TELKWA, B.C. 


BULKLEY VALLEY CREAMERY 
Makers of the Famous 
"BULKLEY VALLEY" Brand of Butter 


F,W. A, MAPLETON — Novelties & Gifts 


— Patent Medicines, S ng Goods — 
— Fishing Tackles — 


BULKLEY VALLEY CO-OPERATIVE 


ASS'N — Central Selling Agency For 
The Bulkley Valley. 
PHILLIPS & SHEPPERD — General 


Merchants (Formerly R,S, Sargent) 
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— Dry Goods — 
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HAZELTON HOTEL — Clean & Com- 
fortable, Hot and Cold Water, 
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FORT ST. JOHN FURNITURE CO, 
Floor Coverings, Furniture, Baggage 


SPICER'S BAKERY - "Sweet Krust" 
Bread - Quality Cakes & Pastries 


ROSS SMITH - General Hauling In The 
Peace River District - North Pine, B.C, 
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WISE AGENCIES LTD, 
A Complete Insurance Service 
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I did quite a lot of wood carving 
and china painting, as a hobby in 
spare time. The unpainted china I 
got from England and now and then it 
included pieces of Limoges. After the 
designs were painted on the cups, 
saucers and other items of chinaware, 

I had them sent over to St. Ann’s Ac- 
ademy, where they were burned in 
their kiln. 

The craze for ‘‘burnt work’’ went 
to some length, as shown by the el- 
aborate illustrated 44 page catalogue 
of equipment and supplies, of the 
time, I now have before me. It is 
titled ‘‘The Art of Pyrography. ’”’ 

This burning was done on selected 
soft wood or leather, by using a red 
hot point. The working outfit consisted 
of a benzine bottle; bellows or double 
rubber bulb, connected by a rubber 
tubing. The bulb being at one end; the 
bottle inthe centre and the handle and 
point on the other end. With the foot 
or with the left hand, one worked the 
bulb constantly, while burning on the 
design with the burning point in the 
right hand. 

An alcohol lamp was also nec- 
essary for the heating of the point. 
These points were of platinum and 
ranged from $1. 00 upto $8. 00 apiece. 
They came in various sizes. 

Iam afraid that this fad encouraged 
the perpetration of many atrocities, 
miscalled art, to which we all con- 
tributed. Worse than that, these ar- 
ticles when laboriously finished 
either became an unwelcome addition 
to the furniture of obscure rooms in 
the house or were bestowed upon 
friends at festive occasions. 

The manufactures of equipment 
and stock must have done quite well 
as the catalogue lists thousands of 
dollars worth of raw material over a 
wide line, all of course to be worked 
by the purchaser. 

Still, the fadkept some ladies who 
had nothing much to do, out of mis- 
chief. 

I studied leather carving and the 
making of designs with a Miss Mills. 
The late Miss Mills was English, 
short and plump, andinthe 1900’s had 
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54 ROOMS — 32 WITH BATH 

FULLY LICENSED — DINING ROOM — 
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quite a studio in Victoria upstairs on 
Government Street next the main 
branchof the Canadian Bank of Com- 
merce. 

Miss Mills was no amateur but had 
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letters inher art and had done skilled 
professional work in England. 

Some of her design and work was 
done for the new Empress Hotel, she 
told me. The hotel was preparing to 
open in 1907. 

I saw Miss Mills at her studio, off 
andon, for several years, before and 
after the ‘quake. It was a pleasure to 
study with her and perfect various 
designs to be used on copper, leather, 
wood or on china, and I have many of 
them now. 

But my chief recreation indoors 
was music. I played the ‘cello, viola 
and mandolin occasionally but not ex- 
pertly. Ishould have been a lot better 
at the piano, asIhad played ever since 
I was a small girl. No doubt I could 
be quite annoying with too much 
Beethoven, Mendelsohn, Mozart and 
Chopin. 

Besides the modern piano in the 
sitting and music room, I still used 
the French piano my father had bought 
for me in France. It had come out just 
before the siege of Parisin the War of 
Parisof 1870. This piano, which re- 
tained a fine tone with not much tun- 
ing, was something of a curiosity. I 
only heard of two others like it in 
B.C. It was a French Bord, all black 
case, withebony medallions, showing 
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ancient Grecian figures in high relief. 
Brass candle stick holders were af- 
fixed to the piano, one on each side of 
the music rack. 

The piano was highly polished and 
when the lights were low, and the red 
Morocco covered black music stool 
was firmly placed on a great black 
bear skin rug (all reflected in the 
piano) and soft old music was played 
the effect was rather romantic a la the 
Second Empire. 


I maintained my ‘‘Oakwood’’ home 
on Harrison Street for thirty years 
after returning from the San Francisco 
episode. 


Later, my husband and I and the 
two children here referred to, visited 
other parts of British Columbia and 
also in Southern California again. 

In those many succeeding years, 
we had numerous rather remarkable 
adventures and knew many interesting 
characters up and down the coast. 


But I close this book at 1906 as 
that is within the period to which my 
title PIONEER JUDGE’S WIFE refers, 
for from 1906 forward, the times can 
hardly be called pioneer. 


WE ARE VERY PLEASED TO HAVE BEEN ABLE 


WE ARE VERY PLEASED TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
PRESENT THIS HERETOFORE UNPUBLISHED WORK 
BY ONE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA'S PIONEER LA- 
DIES, WE UNDERSTAND THAT EASTERN PUBLISH- 
ARE CURRENTLY NEGOTIATING WITH H.R. HAR- 
RISON TO HAVE THE WORK PUBLISHED IN BOOK 
FORM. The Editors 


CAUGHT IN THE ACT.... 
continued from page 12-c 


Quickly I crossed the room, threw 
open the window and shoved one leg 
over the sill. No sooner had I done so 
than I felt it grabbed in a vise-like 
grip and someone began to pull! 


Just like I’m pulling yours! 
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One of the many difficult loads moved by Docherty & Blair Ltd. was this 7-1/2 ton, 40 ft. pontoon, one 
of a pair, used in construction of a floating gold recovery plant. Trailers could not be used as the road to 
the mine was too narrow and crooked. A six-wheeler winch truck delivered the goods without mishap. 


DOCHERTY « BLAIR CONSTRUCTION CO. 


DIRT-MOVING CONTRACTORS and HEAVY HAULING SPECIALISTS 


Cedar Poles - For Power and Telephone Lines 
MOVING - HAULING - EXCAVATING - BULLDOZING - TRACK-LAYING 


Write For Estimates 
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Prince George Machinery Depot Ltd. 
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Steel Yatricating of all Types 
Certified Welders 


975 3rd. Ave. Prince George, B.C. PHONE 302-R.1 


SONS LID. 


P.G. DRAWER. 1640 QUESNEL , B.C. 


LUMBER MANUFACTURING, LOGGING, SAWMILLS & PLANING MILL 


These features add up to high production 


“CAT” 


>» OWER in the MILL 


E00STS PRODUCTION... 
CAIS COSTS G00 


Serr o> t) 


e To make money in the out you ied 
dependable, low-cost power—power that 
can take the saw through tough cuts with- 
out hesitation. How do “Cat” Engines 
measure up to these requirements? First, 
they’re sure starters in any weather. They 
respond quickly to load requirements, 


with a good reserve of lugging power. 


This means smooth sawing! They operate 


efficiently on low-cost, non-premium fuel. 


And, to top it off, they’re trouble-free! FI Nw w { % G 


TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. LTD. 


VANCOUVER, CHILLIWACK, NELSON, VERNON 
CRANBROOK, PRINCE GEORGE and PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


Your “CATERPILLAR” Dealer 


at low cost—outstanding performance for 


thousands of hours of profitable service! 


